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Preface

The twelve messages that are contained in this book, were first
published in the Netherlands in 1963. The book was very well
received, not because there is so much profound theological exposi-
tion in it, but because of its very practical and pastoral approach.
This approach obviously appealed to a large number of readers. The
messages are not at all complicated and difficult to understand. They
aim directly at the heart of the reader and seek to give proper bibli-
cal guidance for the life of prayer.

The author, Frans Bakker, pastored in two churches in the Neth-
erlands during the little over eight years of his ministry. After his
earthly labours to the place where prayer has become thanksgiving
and where sorrow and sighing do no longer belong to the experi-
ences of the saints.

These messages, together with various other booklets, form the
written legacy, that Frans Bakker left behind. A legacy that is val-
ued still, because the Lord is still pleased to attach His blessing to it.
May this blessing also accompany this Chinese edition. May it as-
sist Chinese Christians in the often difficult life of prayer.
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